=F 1996 


Official Organ, THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
CAPITOL HILL 


WASHINGTON, DC 


Tol. 22—No. 10 


PLANS FOR PARTY CONVENTIONS 


P LANS are under way for booths at the two 
National Party conventions to be held in 
June—the Republican Convention in Cleveland, 
Ohio, on June 9, and the Democratic Convention 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on June 23. 


These booths, presided over by members of the 
Woman’s Party Congressional Committee and 
well known women of both parties, will proclaim 
the necessity for the passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution and.will call upon 
both Parties to include an Equal Rights plank in 
their respective platforms. 


Betty Gram Swing, Congressional Secretary 
aan Helen Hunt West, acting Chairman of the 
Congressional Committee are completing prepa- 
rations for the booths, which are expected to play 
an a ei ag part in the campaign for the amend- 
men 


Outstanding among the ‘American women who 
are members of the National Woman’s Party and 
who will appear in both Philadelphia and Cleve- 
land in behalf of the Equal Rights plank in the 
Party platforms will be Amelia Earhart, noted 
woman flyer. 


Contributions for the expense of providing and 


maintaining the booths at the Conventions will 
be —— acceptable to the Congressional Com- 
mi 


Please try to see your State delegates to the 
national conventions of the Republican and Demo- 
cratic parties as soon as possible and ask them 
- to include an Equal Rights Amendment plank in 
their party platforms. The proposed plank reads: 

“The National Woman’s Party respectfully 
submits the following plank and asks that it be 
included in the National platform of the (Demo- 
cratic or Republican Party, as the case may be;) 


“*We believe in Equal Rights for men and 
women. If elected, we pledge our active support 
toward securing the passage by Congress of the 
proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the Federal 
Constitution; which reads: Men and women 
shall have equal rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 

Please let us know what results you have with 
this attempt. Leaders of both parties are being 
interviewed in Washington and the chances of 
getting our plank in the Republican platform ap- 
pear to be good. 

The resentment toward the increasing decline 
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in the . status of women is growing all 
over the country. In talking to your delegates or 
in writing to them, remind them that it was esti- 
mated that 42 percent of the voters in the last 
Presidential election were women. This year it 
will probably be nearer 45 percent. 


The National Woman’s Party is planning to 
have headquarters at both conventions, where 
propaganda literature will be given out and dele- 
gates. interviewed. We shall be delighted if you 
can attend either one of the conventions. Please 
let us know if you are planning to do so, as we 
shall want to influde your name in the pre-conven- 
tion publicity we send out from headquarters. 


Please interview your State delegates to the 
National Conventions as soon as possible and re- 
ag results to Betty Gram Swing, 144 B Street, 

. E., Washington, D. C. 


SENATOR BORAH’S REPLY 


RS. Anne Clement Rotter, member of the 

National Council of the Woman’s Party, 
included the following in a letter recently sent 
to headquarters in Washington. 

When I knew that Senator Borah was expected 
in Milwaukee on April sixth, I wired him on April 
second, asking for his present position on Equal 
Rights for Women. On the third of April I re- 
ceived the following reply: 


“I favor the equal rights of women”—-signed 
Wm. E. Borah. | 

In an interview in Milwaukee on April sixth, 
Senator Borah said in regar dto women: 

“If a Constitutional Amendment is n 
to insure their rights, then I am for it.” 

What the Woman’s Party is seeking from all 
delegates to both National Conventions and from 
all candidates for the Presidential nomination, is 
a positive pledge to actively support the inclusion 
of an Equal Rights Amendment plank in their 
Party platforms. 

In the case of candidates for the Presidential 
nomination by either Party, we wish definite state- 
ments of their unequivocal belief in the principle 
of Equality for men and women; backed by their 
pledge to support the Equal Rights Amendment 
if nominated. 

Women must know how and where to place 
their votes. This year we hope that, more than 
ever before, those who believe in equality will 
demand support of the Equal Rights Amendment 
from all for whom they vote. 


— 
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OHIO LABOR CLUBS ENDORSE | 
AMENDMENT 


Mrs. Helen Robbins Bittermann, Ohio Legisla- 
tive Chairman of the Woman’s Party, has sent 
the following information to Washington head- 
quarters: 

“Margaret C. Moss, recently elected executive 
secretary of the Fourteenth Ohio Congressional 
District Branch, is president of the Stenogra- 
phers, Typists, Bookkeepers and Assistants Local 
Union No. 19266 and secretary of the Summit 
County Federation of Labor Clubs. 


Mrs. Moss writes: 


„note the enclosed copy of a resolution 
presented at the Labor Congress last night. It 
was adopted without a dissenting vote... . At 
our last meeting, the Stenographers Union en- 
dorsed this measure and are requesting every 
Labor Union throughout the county to do like- 
wise. After the primaries it will be presented 
to Barberton and Akron Central Labor Unions 
also.” 


To The Second Labor Congress 

South High School 

Akron, Ohio May 2, 1936. 
Resolution 


Whereas, it has long been the 22 of the American 
Federation of Labor to protect the economic and social 
welfare of women as well as men by advocating the prin- 
ciple of equal pay for equal work and supporting legisla- 
tion designed to advance the welfare of all workers, 
whether male or female, through non partisan political 
action, and 

Whereas, there is now before the Congress of the United 
States of America a proposed amendment to the Consti- 
tution providing for the establishment of equal economic 
and social rights for women throughout the United States, 
known as the Lucretia Mott Amendment, which reads as 
follows: 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights through- 
out the United States and every place subject to its 
jurisdiction.” 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that this Labor Congress 
endorse this proposed legislation as in harmony with the 
policies of American Federation of Labor and of 
Organized Labor everywhere, 

And Be It Further Resolved that copies of this resolu- 
tion be forwarded to the Hon. Dow W. Harter, Congress- 
man for the Fourteenth District of Ohio, and to Helen 
Robbins Bittermann, Legislative Agent for the National 
Women’s organization supporting this amendment through- 
out the United States, that they may know such legisla- 
tive measures are favored by the voters affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor in this Congressional Dis- 
trict. 

Presented by 
MARGARET C. Moss, 
President, Stenographers, Typists, Bookkeepers 
and Assistants Local Union No. 19266. 


Mrs. Bittermann wrote further: 


“This is the work of our Margaret C. Moss in 
Akron. The resolution I enclose. It was the 
Summit County Federation of Labor Clubs which 
endorsed the amendment. The Stenographers’ 
union which is mentioned is Stenographers, Typ- 
ists, Bookkeepers and Assistants Local Union 
_No. 19266.” 

This whole hearted cooperation and splendid 


achievement of the Ohio Branch of the Woman's 


Party is cheering in the extreme. The congratu- 
lations and gratitude of the Woman’s Party as 
a whole are extended to Mrs. Moss and all who 
assisted her, for securing these most important 
endorsements. 
Thanks are extended to the Summit County 
Federation of Labor Clubs and to the Stenograph- 
ers’ Local Union No. 19266 for their whole hearted 
support of the Equal Rights Amendment. 
Workers are arbiters of their own destiny. 
When enough of them demand Equal Rights for 
women, the Amendment will be passed. 
Organized Labor is a mighty power in this 
country and every endorsement of the Amend- 
ment by Union Locals and Federation of Labor 
Clubs is most important. | 
The aim of the American Federation of Labor 
to secure the economic and social independence 
of be — in no more effective 
way y the immediate passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Founded 1913 
Object 
To secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in all human relationships, and in particular to 
secure the adoption of the Equal hts Amendment to the 
National Constitution and the Equal Rights Treaty. 


The Lucretia Mott Amendment 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout | 
United States and every place subject to its j — 3 

“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 

appropriate legislation.” 
Introduced, Senate—By Senator Townsend, 

(Senate Joint ie. 15 
. Ludlow 


— 
— 


Article 1 
“The contracting States agree that upon the ratifica 
of this treaty men and women shall have — — 
8 the territory subject to their respective juris- 
ons.“ 


Signed — By the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, 
guay at Montevideo, December, 1933. ase 
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HEALY BILL SHELVED BY JUDICIARY 


The Healy Bill, considered by feminists to be 
very dangerous for women in industry, was per- 
manently shelved by the Judiciary Committee of 
the House of Representatives on April 30th. 

During the hearings, Betty Gram Swing, Sec- 
retary of the Congressional Committee of the 
Woman’s Party, Dr. Marion Oatman and Mrs. 
Helena Hill Weed appeared against it and asked 
for the elimination of certain sections which spe- 
cifically legalized. industrial legislation discrimi- 
natory to women. The bill is: | 

House Resolution 11554 introduced by Repre- 
sentative Healy on March 2, 1936, and is “a bill 
to provide conditions for the purchase of supplies 
and the making of contracts by the United States, 
and for other purposes.” 


Section 6 of this bill authorized the Secretary 
of Labor “to create in the Department of Labor 

a unit for administering the provisions of this 
Act, and without regard to the civil service laws, 
but in accordance with the classification Act of 
1923, as amended, to appoint and fix the compensa- 
tion of such officers, attorneys, examiners, and 
to appoint such other employees with regard to 
existing laws applicable to the employment and 
compensation of employees of the United States 
and to utilize such Federal officers and employees, 
and, with the consent of the State, such State and 
local officers and employees as he may find neces- 
sary to discharge the duties of said unit, and to 
prescribe rules and regulations with respect to 
their duties.” | 

Section 8. The Secretary of Labor may make 
exceptions respecting minimum rates of pay and 
maximum hours of labor in specific cases or other- 
wise under the provisions of this Act whenever 
such action shall be recommended by an agency 
of the United States and when justice or public 
interest will be served thereby. Upon the joint 
recommendation of the governmental agency and 


the contractor, the Secretary may modify the 


terms of an existing contract respecting minimum 
rates of pay and maximum hours of labor as may 
be found necessary and proper in the public in- 
terest or to prevent injustice or undue hardship.” 

This opening provision of Section 8, and the 
opening paragraph of Section 6, stated above, 
along with other words and phrases throughout 
the bill, were objected to by the representatives 
of the National Woman’s Party, at the hearings 
before the sub committee of the Judiciary. The 
objections were on account of such sections as the 
above stated, which specifically legalized indus- 
trial legislation which might be made discrimi- 
natory to women. The almost absolute power 
placed in the hands of the Secretary of Labor in 
regard to minimum rates of pay and maximum 
hours of labor, etc., would certainly be inimical 
to the liberties of women in industry, setting aside 
the safeguards of the Civil Service. 

The sub committee of the Judiciary struck out 
the sections objected to and presented the bill to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. The bill was 


permanently shelved in its entirety by the Ju- 
diciary Committee on April 30th. 


THE ARCHIVES COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 


Mary Philbrook, of New Jersey, recently ap- 
pointed Chairman of Archives of the Woman’s 
Party, was the first woman admitted to the bar 
in New Jersey, in 1895. Speaking recently be- 
fore 230 New Jersey women lawyers, Miss Phil- 
brook declared: 

“Women don’t see what is coming. There are 
already strong forces at work to deprive them 
of the rights they have. ... There is an evil 
force at work in all this “protective” legislation 
for women workers. We must continue to de- 
mand Equal Rights. We must no longer ask favors 
or accept handicaps.” 


ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 


A large room at Alva Belmont House has been 
turned over to the Archives Committee and a 
corps of workers is engaged in assembling and 
arranging for permanent preservation the com- 
plete story of what historians declare is the most 
important political and social event in the history 
of the country since the Civil War. 

This material consists of the entire correspond- 
ence in and out of headquarters through the years, 
covering organization, administration, raising of 
funds, State and National campaigns and lobbying 
activities. It is a vital story, alive with human 
interest, this account of the struggle of women 
for complete equality. Demonstrations, deputa- 
tions, parades, picketing, are described at first 
hand by the letters written at the time of their 
planning and organizing. 

Thousands of photographs of State-wide suf- 
frage activities, a collection of nearly a thousand 
lantern slides of these activities with signed 
originals of several hundred cartoons on woman 
suffrage which appeared in the press during the 
campai The famous “card catalogue” is a 
detailed account through the years of the opinion 
and stand on equality of all Members of Congress 
and others holding positions of importance. 
The cartoons, lantern slides and photographs 
have been deposited in the Congressional Library, 
as a loan, ever since 1920. At present they are 
being recaptioned and will soon be returned there. 
The documents are being arranged by States 
wherever possible, except in cases where the work 
was on a strictly national basis, so that future 
historians can follow the progress of the work 
of enfranchisement along State lines. 

Every phase of the work will be cross-indexed 
several ways when the material is finally assem- 
bled, and indexes will be published, making the 
data available to all. 


AN APPEAL TO YOU 


by Mary Philbrook 
The National Woman’s Party is assembling and 
putting in order its valuable records and docu- 
ments relating to the suffrage fight. 
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The granting of the franchise to women and 
the fight made by the Congressional Union and 
the National Woman’s aPrty are considered by 
historians of supreme public interest and should 
be preserved as historical material. 


As archivist of the National Woman’s Party, 
I am making a definite appeal to members and 
friends of the suffrage cause to send us old letters, 
clippings, literature, flags, banners, postcards, 
buttons, or other material of interest relating to 
the struggle for suffrage by the Congressional 
Union and the National Woman’s Party. 


Notes of personal experience are also of great 
historical interest, and those who participated in 
the fight are asked to send us signed stories. 
EQUAL BURDENS BUT UNEQUAL RIGHTS 


Because of the changed economic status of 


“Aside from the provisions of the law as set 
forth in Section 125 of the Public Welfare Law,” 
he said, “it would seem that the same public 
policy which imposes the duty upon the husband 
to support his wife when she is in need and even 
when she is not in need, requires the wife to sup- 
port the husband when he is in actual need.” 


“With the emancipation of woman and the con- 
ferring upon her by government and society of 
rights equal with those of men, she must also 
assume and respond to obligations. When public 
policy and the law place obligations upon a hus- 
band to provide for his wife, a reciprocal obliga- 
sg should be assumed by the wife if she is able 

0 80.“ 


He referred to the fact that “dependent for- 
tune hunters who would otherwise become public 
charges have long been supported by wives of 
sufficient ability. I conclude, as a matter of law, 


women in the State of New York,” a ruling was a wife of sufficient ability is liable for fair and 


made by Supreme Court Justice Edgar J. Lauer 
on January 26, 1935, that a husband’s funeral 
expenses, although not directly incurred by his 
widow, must be paid out of her personal account. 
In pointing out that the ruling set a precedent 
in the State of New York, Judge Lauer said: 
“Today the position of women has undergone 
a revolutionary change. Her property is now 
her own. She can exclude her husband, with very 
few limitations, from enjoying any part of it. 
In many instances women are earning greater 
wages than their husbands. There is merit in 
the argument that the law should recognize a 
legal duty upon the ‘modern woman’ to contrib- 
ute to the necessaries of the family, such as medi- 
cal expense, if her husband is unable to, and to 
bury him if his estate is incapable of doing so.” 
On May 7th, 1936, Justice Panken of the Do- 
mestic Relations Court in New York ruled that 
since modern women are “emancipated” and have 
equal rights with men, they must also support 
their husbands if they have the means and the 
husbands are in need. This duty goes with the 
right to vote and hold office and with the wife’s 


equality of property rights, Justice Panken said. 


He reached this conclusion in a case, which he 
said was un , in which a husband on 
home relief sought support fro mhis estranged 
wife. “As far as I am able to ascertain,” he 
said, “no proceeding has heretofore been com- 
menced in the Domestic Relations Court of the 
City of New York by a husband for an order to 
require his wife to provide fair and reasonable 
support for him.” 

The proceeding on behalf of the husband was 
actually brought by the Department of Public 


Welfare, under a provision of the Public Welfare f 


Law requiring relatives, if they are able, to take 
responsibility for the support of persons on re- 
lief. The controlling factor in placing on a wife 
the duty of supporting her husband is whether 
her husband has “properly become a public 
charge,” according to Judge Panken’s ruling. He 
said it was not necessary to determine in this 
case who was at fault in the separation. 


obligations of that status. The learned New York 


reasonable support of a spouse who is the re- 
cipient of public relief or liable to become in need 
of public relief.” 


When women have attained equal rights with 
men, they will expect to share the duties and 


Judge is mistaken in assuming that women are 
now emancipated and that government and so- 
ciety have conferred upon them equal rights with 
those of men. Not until the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment has been passed and ratified will women 
win for themselves an equal status in the laws. 
In spite of our efforts, the amendment is held in 
committee. In the meantime, the States are con- 
ferring upon women” more and more “duties 
and obligations” in the way of support and ali- 
mony rulings. | 


ALVA BELMONT GARDEN 


Guests and residents of Alva Belmont House in 
Washington have always delighted in the out of 
door life made possible by the beautiful garden. 
During the Spring, Summer and early Autumn, 
all meals are served there when desi and when 
the weather permits. 


May is perhaps the most beautiful month of all 
in Washington. The iris is in full bloom now 
and the roses will soon be. 

It is hoped that every member and friend of 
the Woman’s Party will enjoy the headquarters 
in Washington at one time or another. 

Plan to stay here while in Washington. The 
out of door “tea room” is an added delight. 
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PROBLEM: Do 5 know where to place your sur- 0 
plus earnings to t advantage? 

SOLUTION: The Equitable Life Assurance Society 
of the United States has a plan that will increase 
_ your peace of mind, guaranteeing additional income 

when you reach retirement age. 

Without obligation, all infermation given. 


E. Jeannette Love, Woodward Bidg., Washington, D. C. 
Adv. 
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